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1. Decisions or consultations sought this week 
 
There are no decisions or consultations sought this week. 
 
For upcoming advice to be delivered in the next month please refer to section 5. 

 

2. Updates for Hon Chris Bishop, Minister of Housing  
 
First Home Grant Exemptions 
 

• Kāinga Ora stopped accepting new applications f r the First Home Grant, effective 1.00pm 
on 22 May 2024. Criteria for exemptions were set in early June 2024, with a close off date 
for applicants to contact Kāinga Ora and to seek an exemption by 14 June 2024. 
 

• All emails have now been reviewed and Kianga Ora confirms it received a total of 389 
request for exemption, the status of these is noted in the table below. 
 
Exemption request emails received and status as at 5.00pm on 25 June 2024 
 
Received 389 
Awaiting assessment 0 
Awaiting information to determine eligibility 66 
Eligible 88 
Not eligible 185 
Exemption not required 50 
    (already approved or pre-approved) 

 
Next steps 
 
Once the status of the 66 awaiting information to determine 
eligibility is known we will provide you with final numbers.  
 

Due 
 

Contact person 
Nick Maling GM – National Services  

 
  

pro
ac

tiv
e r

ele
a

s 9(2)(a)



 

Chief Ombudsman Presentation and Review 

  
• The Chief Ombudsman, Peter Boshier, gave a 30 minute presentation at a special online 

session for staff on the work of his office and the Official Information Act (OIA) on 21 June 
2024. Seven-hundred staff viewed the session. 
 

• The presentation covered why the OIA is important, what information is subject to the OIA, 
and how staff can best work with the OIA in their roles. 
 

• This was very timely as the agency’s new OIA and Proactive Release policies have just 
been published. We consulted the Chief Ombudsman on the approach and content. 
 

• The OIA Policy sets out how we already comply with the OIA and the Proactive Release 
Policy sets ambitious objectives that will be implemented in phases. 

• Both policies have been subject to extensive internal and external consultation, including 
from the Office of the Ombudsman.  
 

• The Proactive Release policy aims to increase the amount of information of public interest 
published on our website. It will be rolled out in stages to ensure the right mix of processes, 
protocols, and resourcing.  
 

• We are also expecting a draft report within the next month or so of the Chief Ombudsman’s 
review of the OIA practices of selected agencies, including Kāinga Ora, Te Whatu Ora, 
Transpower, DIA, DPMC and the Treasury. 
 

• We will keep you informed of significant developments.  
Next steps 
 
Draft report on Kāinga Ora’s OIA practices and performance 

Due 
 
TBA 

Contact person 
Al Witcombe Acting DCE – Government and 

Sector Relationships  
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3. Updates for Hon Tama Potaka, Associate Minister of Housing  
 
Wellbeing Recovery Plan for Tāmaki Makaurau 

  
• Auckland Council have established a collaborative, inter-agency approach to community 

wellbeing in direct response to the 2023 weather events that affected the city/ region.  

• Kāinga Ora has joined a new Wellbeing Recovery Group which is focused on access to 
services and support, opportunities for social connection and local capacity building and 
leadership development. 

• Membership of this Recovery Group complements technical work Kāinga Ora has underway 
with the Council on flood prone land and flood mitigation.  

 
• Kāinga Ora owns property within a number of priority areas of interest to the Council 

including Mangere, Mt Roskill, and parts of Henderson. 
 

Next steps 
 
The development of an Action Plan to sit alongside the Wellbeing 
Recovery Plan 

Due 

TBA 

Contact person 
Caroline Butterworth DCE – Auckland/Northland / 

Tāmaki Tai Tokerau 
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OI 24 323 Stewart 
Sowman-
Lund 

Media Information 

Request for 
information about 
ending first home 
grants 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Not being 
provided 

12/07/2024 

extended 

OI 24 327 Meg 
Stewart 
Ward 

Opposition Information 

Request for 
information about 
performance plans 
and service delivery 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 12/07/2024 

extended 

OI 24 329 Member of 
the Public 

Public Information 

Request for 
information about 
costs and staffing of 
Urban development 
Act (SDPs) 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 12/07/2024 

extended 

OI 24 338 Matt Swann Opposition Information 

Request for 
information about 
submitted initiatives 
not funded through 
the Budget 2024 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 01/07/2024 

OI 24 344 Thomas 
Raethal 

Opposition Information 

Request for 
information about 
contractor spending 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 03/07/2024 

OI 24 356 Grant 
Poulton 

Opposition Information 

Request for 
information about 
f nan ial 
sustainability and 
fi st home grants 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 08/07/2024 

OI 24 357 Action 
Station 

Interest 
Group 

Information 

Request for 
information about 
Auckland 
developments under 
review 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Not being 
provided 

08/07/2024 

OI 24 365 Murray 
Jones 

Media Information 

Request for 
information about 
national supply 
agreements 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 09/07/2024 

OI 24 376 Member of 
the Public 

Public Information 

Request for 
information about 
first home grants 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Noting FYI 11/07/2024 

OI 24 377 Member of 
the Public 

Public Development 

Request for 
information about a 
New Plymouth 
development 

Hon Chris 
Bishop 

Not being 
provided 

12/07/2024 
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