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1. Decisions or consultations sought this week 
 

There are no decisions or consultations sought this week. 
 
For upcoming advice to be delivered in the next month please refer to sec ion 5  

 

2. Updates for Hon Chris Bishop, Minister of Housing  
 

Homelessness in Dunedin 

 

• Late last week, the Mayor Of Dunedin requ sted a meeting directly with the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD  to discuss the issue of a number of homeless 

people residing in The Oval in Dunedin.  

 

• The Mayor has suggested that the use of a Kāinga Ora owned property, the former “Aaron 

Lodge” in Kaikorai Valley, could be a possible solution. 

 

• In response to this request for  meeting, HUD coordinated with colleagues from Kāinga 

Ora and the Ministry of Soci l Development (MSD). A cross-agency meeting with the Mayor 

and the Chief executive f the Dunedin City Council occurred on Thursday 23 May 2024, in 

Dunedin. Two representatives from HUD, MSD, and Kāinga Ora (the Deputy Chief 

Executive and the Acting Regional Director) attended the meeting. 

 

• At the meeting there was acknowledgement of the comprehensive, cross-agency response 

hat was underway to support these individuals currently residing at The Oval. There was a 

co sensus that the former Aaron Lodge would not represent a good temporary housing 

outcome for these individuals, as the ideal scenario would be to support them into long term 

housing, nearer to support services. There was also general agreement that the current 

housing system within Dunedin has the capacity to accommodate those individuals seeking 

housing in the area. For some individuals who already have a rental property outside of 

Dunedin, the local agencies will support them to relocate back home (if appropriate). 

 

• It was agreed that the cross-agency work in assessing and supporting these individuals 

would continue. MSD will continue to determine whether there are relevant Emergency 

Housing or Transitional Housing placements for some of these people, and Kāinga Ora 

intends to permanently house a number of people in the coming weeks.  

 

• Kāinga Ora will keep the Dunedin City Council informed of plans around Aaron Lodge and 

will show the Mayor around the site tomorrow (Friday, 24 May). 
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• There is community interest in the future of the former Aaron Lodge site and the Dunedin 

City Council is keen to see the site used for residential purposes. 

 

Next steps 
 
We will provide an update to your office 
 

Due 
 

N/A 

Contact person 

Paul Commons 

 

Melissa Paton 

DCE South / Te 
Waipounamu 

Manager Office of the DCE – 
South / Te Waipounamu 
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3. Updates for Hon Tama Potaka, Associate Minister of Housing  
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OI 24 274 Member of 

the public 

Public Information 

Request for 

information about 

contractors and 

consultants 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Not being 

provided 

31/05/2024 

OI 24 275 Murray 

Jones 

 

Media Information 

Request for 

information about 

restructure and 

redundancy 

consultant 

expenditure 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Noting FYI 05/06/2024 

OI 24 276 Murray 

Jones 

 

Media Information 

Request for 

information about 

sexual harassment 

and workplace 

culture reviews 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Noting FYI 31/05/2024 

OI 24 278 Member of 

the public 

Public Development 

Request for 

information about a 

Wellington 

development 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

No  being 

provided 

31/05/2024 

OI 24 285 Matt Swann 

 

Opposition Information 

Request for 

information abou  

staff reducti ns 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Noting FYI 06/06/2024 

OI 24 289 Ohakune 

Residents 

and 

Ratepayers 

Society 

Public Developm nt 

Re uest for 

formation about an 

Oh kune 

d velopment 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Not being 

provided 

07/06/2024 

OI 24 290 Ohakune 

Residents 

and 

Ratepaye s 

Society 

Public Development 

Request for 

information about an 

Ohakune 

development 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Not being 

provided 

07/06/2024 

OI 24 291 Oh kune 

R sidents 

and 

Ratepayers 

Society 

Public Development 

Request for 

information about an 

Ohakune 

development 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Not being 

provided 

10/06/2024 

OI 24 296 Member of 

the public 

Public Development 

Request for 

information about a 

planned Dunedin 

development 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Noting FYI 12/06/2024 

OI 24 301 Member of 

the public 

Public Development 

Request for 

information about an 

Ohakune 

development 

Hon Chris 

Bishop 

Not being 

provided 

12/06/2024 
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