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1 Introduction  

1.1 Purpose of this Report 

Housing New Zealand Corporation commissioned WSP Opus to prepare this archaeological 
assessment for the proposed construction of a housing development at 21-25 Rolleston Street in 
Mount Cook, Wellington.  

This assessment has been prepared to assess the potential for archaeological sites on the property, 
assess their value, and identify whether an archaeological authority should be sought from 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT).  

1.2 Location  

The proposed works are located at 21-25 Rolleston Street, Mount Cook, between Rolleston Street 
and Hargreaves Street (Lot 2 DP 340047) (Figure 1 and Figure 2). The total site area is 4901m2.  

 

Figure 1: The project location (orange arrow), in Mount Cook, Wellington City. Image from WCC.  

 



 

Archaeological Assessment: Rolleston Street, Mt Cook 

 

www.wsp-opus.com ©WSP Opus | May 2019 Page 2 

 

 

Figure 2: The present site layout at Rolleston Street. Image supplied by Client.  

1.3 Project Background 

The Rolleston Street site has three, multi-story apartment block, buildings on it currently, 
comprising a total of 54 apartments. The proposal is to demolish these three existing buildings, 
recontour the site and construct four new apartment block buildings (Figure 3). The new buildings 
will house a total of 80 apartments.  

 

Figure 3: The proposed building layout at Rolleston Street. Image supplied by client.  
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2 Statutory Requirements  
There are two main pieces of legislation in New Zealand that control work affecting archaeological 
sites. These are the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA) and the 
Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). The HNZPTA replaced the Historic Places Act 1993 (HPA) 
in May 2014. 

The HNZPTA provides blanket protection to all archaeological sites whether they are recorded or 
not. Protection and management of sites is managed by the archaeological authority process, 
which is administered by Heritage New Zealand. It is illegal to destroy, damage or modify 
archaeological sites without an authority to do so from Heritage New Zealand. 

Any person who intends on carrying out work that may damage or destroy an archaeological site, 
or to investigate an archaeological site using invasive archaeological techniques, must first obtain 
an authority from Heritage New Zealand. The requirement applies to sites on land of all tenure 
included private, public and designated land. The HNZPTA contains penalties of up to $300,000 
for unauthorised site damage or up to $60,000 for breaches of conditions of an authority. 

The archaeological authority process applies to all archaeological sites that fit the HNZPTA 
definition regardless of whether the site is recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological 
Association (NZAA) Site Recording Scheme or registered with Heritage New Zealand; or if the site 
only becomes known about as a result of ground disturbance.  

For the purposes of defining what an archaeological site is, the following definition from the 
HNZPTA is provided. An archaeological site is defined under section 43.1 as any place in New 
Zealand that  

a. either –  

i. was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900; or  

ii. is the site of the wreck of any vessel where that wreck occurred before 1900; 
and  

b. provides, or may be able to provide, through investigation by archaeological 
methods, significant evidence relating to the historical and cultural heritage of New 
Zealand. 

Heritage New Zealand also maintains the New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero (The List). The 
List can include archaeological sites. The purpose of The List is to inform members of the public 
about such places, and to assist with their protection under the RMA. 

3 Constraints and Limitations 
The NZAA ArchSite was the primary resource used for identifying recorded sites in the area. It is 
important to note that the ArchSite archaeological site location data should be regarded as a 
guide only, generally based on reconnaissance rather than on accurate survey information. The 
coordinates of many of the sites in the database are of variable accuracy.  In addition to this, the 
areal extents for many recorded sites are poorly defined.  

This report does not include an assessment of Māori cultural values. Statements are made as to 
the location and nature of archaeological sites and their archaeological values. There are no 
statements on the cultural significance of the project area nor are the views of tāngata whenua 
represented in this report. An assessment of cultural significance will not necessarily correlate with 
an assessment of the archaeological significance of the area. 



 

Archaeological Assessment: Rolleston Street, Mt Cook 

 

www.wsp-opus.com ©WSP Opus | May 2019 Page 4 

 

4 Methodology  
This archaeological assessment report combines both desk-based research and information 
gathered during a site visit to the project area.  

Desk-based research utilised a range of information sources including:  

• Published and unpublished historical accounts and reports,  

• Local historic land records, 

• The Thomas Ward survey map (accessed via the WCC WebMap), 

• Historic survey plans and maps accessed via QuickMap, and 

• The New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme (ArchSite).  

The site visit comprised a visual inspection of the property. No excavation was undertaken.  

5 Environmental Setting  
Rolleston Street is situated in the suburb of Mount Cook, in Wellington city. Prior to human 
settlement the Wellington city area was clad in dense bush down to the shoreline, with areas of 
swampland covering much of the low-lying flat land. An earthquake in 1855 uplifted the shoreline 
by up to 1.5 m, increasing the area of inhabitable flat land and draining the Te Aro Swamp, which 
had previously been uninhabitable due to poor drainage. A number of small streams flowed 
through what is now the city area into Wellington harbour (Figure 4). A stream originally flowed 
close to the project area from the Brooklyn hills and fed into the Waitangi Stream which originally 
flowed between Cambridge and Kent Terraces.  

Rolleston and Hargreaves Streets are both predominantly residential, and back onto the town belt.  

 

Figure 4: The location of the project (circled in red) on Adkin’s (1959:119) map of Wellington. 
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6 Historical Background  
Prior to European arrival, the Wellington area was populated by Māori occupying a number of pā 
and kainga around the harbours edge. The main one in the Wellington area was Te Aro kainga (see 
Figure 4), which was located near the shoreline where Manners Street is now. Several streams 
drained into the harbour from the Wellington hills, and these waterways are likely to have been 
used as travel routes, mahinga kai and sources of fresh water for Māori. Cultivation areas on the 
hills around Brooklyn and Mt Victoria are shown on Adkin’s (1959: 119) map of the city (see Figure 4). 
It is likely that other cultivation areas were also located on the higher grounds of the area 
surrounding Mount Cook.  

The area known as Mount Cook is defined by the hill, Pukeahu, which was renamed by settlers 
after Captain James Cook (Ward 1928). There was a long-abandoned Te Ati Awa pa situated on the 
top of Pukeahu when Europeans arrived in the Wellington area in 1839 (Cooke 2006a), and 
European settlers quickly recognised the strategic advantage of the hill and it was earmarked for 
military purposes (Figure 5).  

The proposed works are situated between Rolleston and Hargreaves Streets, off Wallace Street. 
Rolleston Street was originally called St. Hill Street. The land was originally part of Town Acres 694 
and 695. The original crown grants for these two lots were purchased by John Wreyford and David 
Johnston respectively (Ward 1928:191).  

 

Figure 5: An 1849 sketch of Wellington, done by Thomas Bernard Collinson, showing Mt Cook in 
the distance with the military barracks on its peak (indicated by the arrow). Alexander Turnbull 
Library. Reference: A-292-071. 
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6.1 Puke Ahu / Mount Cook  

By late 1840, a prison was constructed on Mt Cook even though the land remained a native 
reserve. It is said to have housed “about 60 prisoners…in a wretched Māori building, large enough 
for twelve or fifteen human beings at most” (Ward 1928:106). By 1843 the prison building had been 
replaced by a new and more substantial two-storied brick building. The building was constructed 
using bricks made by prisoners at the adjacent brickworks situated at the southern end of Puke 
Ahu. Bricks made at the Puke Ahu brickworks were marked with a distinctive arrow and are seen 
in many historic brick buildings and walls around Wellington.  

The prisoners’ main influence is having reduced the height of Mount Cook at least three times 
between 1843 and the 1920s to create flat ground for buildings, and to quarry clay for brickmaking 
(Cooke 2006b). The total reduction in height is thought to be about 25 m.  

Military barracks were built on the northern end of the hill by 1843, and by 1847 the identifying 
terms of “upper Mt Cook barracks” and “lower Mt Cook Barracks” were used to differentiate 
between the two sites (Cooke 2006a:2).  

6.2 Wallace Street Brick-Making 

Mount Cook was an area with quality clay which was quickly recognised as a valuable brick-
making resource. Along with the prison brickworks, Mount Cook was the site of several other brick 
making sites close by on Taranaki Street (Murphy’s), Webb Street (Tonks), and Hanson / Tasman 
Street (Back/Overend) (Cooke 2006b:7). Brickmakers also leased sections in the Town Belt in the 
foothills of Brooklyn to source clay.  

The Wallace Street works were started in the late 1860s and were taken over by the Hill brothers 
Frederick and Herbert in 1877. Eventually they encompassed three Town Acres (Sections 694-696) 
between Rolleston and Hargreaves Street (including the proposed project area) (Cooke 2006b:7). 
The Hill Brothers had a 12hp steam engine driving machines for pipe and brick making, and had 5-
6 large chimneys.  

The works were sold to Peter Hutson and Co. in 1891 (Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1897). Following 
the purchase, significant alterations and improvements were made. Many of the buildings were 
rebuilt and new appliances and furnaces replaced the older ones. In the mid-1890s Hutson won 
the contract to supply all of the pipes for the Wellington drainage scheme, and began producing 
3500 pipes of all sizes per month on top of other contracts, including the Wanganui Borough 
Council. The factory also produced a range of machine-made bricks. The machine used at the 
factory was capable of turning out 7000 bricks per day. The site occupied two and a half acres, of 
which one acre was occupied by buildings and kilns, of which there were four (Cyclopedia of New 
Zealand 1897).  

A panorama photo set of two images taken in 1895 by George Scott of St George Co. shows the P. 
Hutson and Co Pottery and Brick Factory on Wallace Street between Rolleston and Hargreaves 
Streets (Figure 6 and Figure 7). The photos show numerous open-slatted wooden buildings 
presumably used for drying. Five tall brick chimneys presumably servicing the kilns, and what 
appears to be open clay mining area in the uphill area of the site. There are many stacks of pipes 
waiting to be shipped near the front of the factory which show the scale of the works. Rolleston 
Street appears to be a rough, unsealed track leading up the hill to some houses perched on the 
hill above the factory.  

The brickworks were bought by Murphy Brothers in 1920, and in 1931 it was taken over by 
Amalgamated Brick and Pipe Limited who continued to market ceramic wares from there until 
the early 1980s.  
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Figure 6: Panorama 1 of 2 of P. Hutson and Co pottery and brick factory between Rolleston and 
Hargreaves Street in 1895. Alexander Turnbull Library reference PAColl-0241-1. 

 

Figure 7: Panorama 2 of 2 of P. Hutson and Co pottery and brick factory between Rolleston and 
Hargreaves Street in 1895. Alexander Turnbull Library reference PAColl-0241-2. 

Wallace Street 
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The Thomas Ward survey map dating to 1891 shows buildings present on all three town acres 
occupied by the brickworks. The map also shows some buildings in the north corner of the 
proposed project area (Figure 8). The photos dating to 1895 (Figure 6 and Figure 7) appear to show 
significantly more buildings, which is consistent with the purchase date by P. Hutson and Co. after 
which many of the buildings were rebuilt and many upgrades to the site were made. The Ward 
map may be the original layout of the site when it was operated by the Hill Bro’s.  

From the above photographs and the Ward map, it appears that the proposed project area may 
have largely been used as a clay extraction area, with the exception of the buildings located on the 
northern side. The Housing New Zealand-owned buildings presently on the project site were built 
in the 1950s on the former brickworks claypit (Cooke 2006b:17).  

The Thomas Ward survey map was known to have been updated up until c. 1900. Annotations 
include demolished buildings being removed, new buildings have been drawn on, and changes to 
buildings annotated. From research using the map, it appears changes were made up until 
around 1900, however no exact date has been identified, and examples of information not being 
added or changed have also been found. It can, however, sometimes show changes to the 
property in question throughout the 1890s.  

The later edition of the map shows one new building in the northwest corner of the project area, 
on Town Acre 694 (Figure 9). The building is annotated as having 6 rooms. It is not known if this 
building was associated with the brickworks or if it was a private dwelling. There are also some 
building additions on the brickworks property on Town Acres 695 and 696 (Figure 9).  

 

Figure 8: Overlay of the Thomas Ward map (1891) showing structures on the project site (outlined 
in red) and the wider brick factory area comprising Town Acres 694-696 (highlighted in yellow). 
Image from WCC WebMap.  
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Figure 9: Thomas Ward survey map, circa 1900, showing additions made to the map. The 
brickworks area is highlighted in yellow and the proposed project area is outlined in red. Al 
building has been added between 1891 and c.1900 (outlined in blue). Wellington City Council 
Archives, reference 00514.  

7 Previous Archaeological Work  
There are no archaeological site records situated within the proposed project area (Figure 10). Little 
in the way of archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the Mount Cook area, and 
there are only five recorded sites are within a 500 m radius of the project site despite the area 
having been densely occupied soon after European settlement (Figure 10). These sites are all 
associated with 19th century European activity and will not be affected by the proposed works 
(Figure 10 and Table 1).  
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Figure 10: Archaeological site records (stars) within the vicinity of the proposed works 
(highlighted in yellow).  

Table 1: Archaeological site records within 500 m of the proposed works. 

Site Number Site Type Description  

R27/316 Walkway/Steps Steps providing access to a number of dwellings on 
Drummond Street. In 2010 these were removed and 
replaced under archaeological authority 2010/267.  

R27/444 19th century 
Hotel  

Site of the Tramway Hotel, officially opened in 1878 and was 
converted from a block of sops and dwellings built in 1876-
77 by Charles Moody. The hotel was burned down in 1898. A 
replacement brick and concrete building was constructed 
on the site in 1899 and remains extant.  

R27/487 19th century 
House  

Historic house built for David Anderson in 1875. Anderson 
House has undergone a number of alterations throughout 
the 19th and 20thff centuries but remains in good condition.  

R27/523 19th century 
House 

Site of a demolished 1879-1880 box cottage. The cottage 
was demolished in December 2014. The house was built for 
William Pike (shoemaker) who lived there until his death in 
c. 1895.  

R27/620 19th century 
House 

House most likely built after ca 1880 and before 1883. The 
house remains on the site.  
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8 Site Visit Results  
The site was visited on 9 May 2019 by WSP Opus archaeologist Emily Howitt. The purpose of the 
site visit was to visually inspect the property for evidence of archaeological features, and to 
determine the potential for subsurface features to be present. No excavation or site disturbance 
was carried out.  

The site is relatively level with the exception of the steep bank in the southwest corner of the 
property (Figure 11 and Figure 12). The bank, thought to have originally been the face of the clay 
extraction area, was clad in low scrubby vegetation. Some fragments of ceramic pipe and brick 
were observed on the ground surface next to the carpark area at the base of the bank. These items 
are likely to be waste from the brickworks site.  

The Rolleston Street side of the property slopes gently toward the east (Figure 13). The grounds 
around the buildings are a mix of grass and sealed carparking and pathway areas. The northwest 
corner of the property comprises a carpark area and some established trees (Figure 14).  

No evidence of subsurface archaeological features was observed, but the presence of waste brick 
and ceramic fragments at the base of the bank indicate that there is evidence of the prior use of 
the site, and it is likely that more artefacts like these will be located below the ground surface. The 
level of contouring that has happened on the Rolleston Street side of the property is not clear, it is 
likely that some level of disturbance has occurred but this may have been minimal outside the 
building footprints. There is a high probability that intact archaeological features exist on the 
property to some extent.  

 

Figure 11: The Rolleston Street Apartments from Hargreaves Street, with the claypit bank on the 
left side. 
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Figure 12: Looking towards Rolleston Street from the southwest corner with the claypit bank on 
the left side.  

 

Figure 13: The Rolleston Street Apartments from Rolleston Street. 
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Figure 14: The northwest corner of the project area, from Rolleston Street. 

9 Archaeological and Other Values  
Archaeological values relate to the potential of a place to provide evidence of the history of New 
Zealand. This potential is framed within the existing body of archaeological knowledge, current 
research questions and hypotheses about New Zealand’s past. HNZPT has provided a series of 
archaeological guidelines, one of which outlines matters to be taken into account when assessing 
archaeological values1. These are: condition, rarity, contextual value, information potential, amenity 
value and cultural associations.   

Statements are made below in relation to specific sites and areas within the project alignment 
that hold archaeological potential.  

9.1 Archaeological Values  

Table 2: Archaeological values assessment for the 19th century brickworks site. 

Site Value Assessment 

19th century 
brickworks – all 
components  

Condition Unknown. There were buildings on the northern side 
of the project area adjacent to Rolleston Street 
during the 19th century, but these were demolished, 
and the present buildings constructed in the 1950s. 
The claypit area did not appear to have buildings 
but may be the site of other operational 
components that may remain intact below the 

                                                      
1 Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Archaeological Guideline Series No. 2: Guidelines for Writing 
Archaeological Assessments 
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Site Value Assessment 

ground surface. It is probable that archaeological 
remains of the buildings have been disturbed by the 
construction of the present buildings and 
landscaping of the property. The extent of site 
disturbance and recontouring during the 
development of the property in the 1950s is 
unknown, and there remains potential for intact 
archaeological features to be associated with the 
buildings and operation of the brickworks during the 
19th century to be uncovered during the proposed 
works, and these may be in good condition.  

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

The site is a unique example of a prominent 
brickworks firm that operated for an extended 
period during the early development of Wellington 
city. The factory was the main supplier of utility pipes 
to Wellington City and Whanganui during the 1890s, 
and it is possible that some of the pipes made at this 
site may still be in operation. If intact archaeological 
features are found, they could be considered both 
rare and unique.  

Contextual Value The site has contextual value as an important 
component of the 19th century brick and ceramic 
manufacturing industry in the Mount Cook area. 

Information 
Potential 

If archaeological components are found they will 
have the potential to provide information on the 
layout and function of buildings as part of the wider 
brickworks site, the brick and ceramic 
manufacturing process during this period, and the 
artefactual remains associated with the factory and 
the people who worked there.  

Amenity Value The property is being redeveloped but will remain as 
a housing complex. There may be potential to 
preserve archaeological features on the property 
depending on their location and condition. 

Cultural 
Associations 

The site is associated with early European colonial 
industry.  

 



 

Archaeological Assessment: Rolleston Street, Mt Cook 

 

www.wsp-opus.com ©WSP Opus | May 2019 Page 15 

 

10 Assessment of Effects  

10.1 Proposed Works  

The proposed works will involve two phases. The first phase will be the demolition of the existing 
buildings, and clearance of the property (building material and vegetation), and the second phase 
will involve recontouring of the property, the construction of the new buildings, and associated 
landscaping. Demolition of the buildings will involve ground works to remove the foundations. 
Further ground works will be required for cutting building platforms, and the excavation for the 
foundations of the new buildings. Landscaping is likely to also involve some groundworks for 
recontouring. Any groundworks on the site have the potential to affect subsurface archaeological 
features associated with the brickworks.  

10.2 Evidence of Archaeological Sites  

The property was part of a well-established brickworks which operated through the latter half of 
the 19th century and into the 20th century. Historical maps and photographs show buildings 
situated on the northern side of the project site in the 1890s, and the and the steeply-sloping 
southwest corner of the property appears to be the remains of the bank where the clay was mined 
(Figure 15). The functions of these buildings are unknown, but it is possible that the two brick-
walled buildings (shown in pink in Figure 15) were kilns. One of these buildings appears to have 
been situated between Rolleston Street and the building in the northeast corner of the property. 
Parts of the other pre-1900 buildings are also outside of the existing building footprints, which 
increases the potential that there may be intact remains of these structures.  

The southern end of the property and the claypit bank (green shaded area in Figure 15) are 
unknown areas of archaeological potential. While no buildings are known to have been located 
there, there is still a high probability of archaeological features associated with the brickworks 
being located in these areas.  

 

Figure 15: The location of pre-1900 buildings (in yellow for wooden walls and pink for brick walls), 
as per the Thomas Ward Survey Map (c.1900), overlaid on the existing layout of the property. 
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10.3 Effects of Proposed Works  

All pre-1900 archaeological sites are protected under the provisions of the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, whether the sites are recorded or not. It is illegal to destroy, damage or 
modify archaeological sites without an authority from the HNZPT. 

While it is clear that the property has undergone significant disturbance, including the 
construction of the present buildings since it was part of the brickworks, there is potential for 
subsurface archaeological features to be present anywhere on the property. The area of highest 
archaeological risk is the northern side of the property where the historic building footprints are 
located. Subsurface archaeological features may be affected by the groundworks required for the 
proposed demolition of the existing buildings and construction of the new housing complex.  

10.4 Proposed Mitigation Strategy  

It is recommended that under any granted archaeological authority an archaeologist should 
monitor ground excavation works within the entire project area, following standard archaeological 
practices.  

There may be opportunities to preserve archaeological material in situ, but this will depend on the 
nature of the material and the location of features within the new development plan.  

11 Conclusions and Recommendations  
This assessment report has been prepared for Housing New Zealand Corporation for the proposed 
redevelopment of 21-25 Rolleston Street, Mount Cook, including the demolition of the existing 
housing complex and the construction of new housing blocks.  

The proposed project area was originally part of a larger property on which a series of brick and 
ceramic manufacturing companies operated from the late 1860s until the early 20th century. The 
original property extended to Wallace Street and comprised numerous buildings and kilns, and a 
claypit on the western edge of the property where the clay for the factory was sourced. The 
proposed project area was the site of the claypit, as well as a number of pre-1900 buildings on the 
northern border adjacent to Rolleston Street.  

There is high potential for subsurface archaeological features associated with the brickworks to be 
located anywhere on the property, thus all earthworks required for both the removal of the 
existing building foundations and the construction of the new buildings should be monitored by 
an archaeologist.  

There is a low risk that site associated with pre-European activity or occupation will be 
encountered during the works, as there is no indication that this area was utilised by Māori.   

As a result of this research this site has been recorded in the New Zealand Archaeology 
Association digital site database ArchSite (site record number R27/661). See Appendix 1 for Site 
Record Form.  

11.1 Recommendations  

The following recommendations are made: 

• An archaeological authority should be sought for the proposed works because of the 
potential for disturbing pre-1900 archaeological sites. There are statutory timeframes 
associated with applying for and obtaining and archaeological authority. Project 
scheduling needs to allow for this. 
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• A site instruction should be prepared to manage the procedures for the discovery of 
archaeological material on site. 

• Consultation should be undertaken with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga regarding 
the project prior to lodging any archaeological authority application to ensure that project 
process is adhering to Heritage New Zealand’s expectations. 

• Iwi consultation is required as part of the archaeological authority process. Iwi should be 
presented with a copy of this archaeological assessment for their comment. 

• Under any granted archaeological authority an archaeologist should monitor all ground 
excavation works within the project footprint until they are satisfied there is no further risk 
of archaeological sites being uncovered.  
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SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1748510 5426074 Source: On Screen

Finding aids to the location of the site

The block bounded by Wallace Street, Rolleston Street and Hargreaves Street. Originally Town Acres 694, 695, 696.

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: R27/661

Brief description

R27/661NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Industrial

P. Hutson and Co Pottery and Brick 
Factory 

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Brickworks

Other sites associated with this site
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Statement of condition

Site description

Updated 08/05/2019  (other), submitted by emilycunliffe  
Grid reference (E1748510 / N5426074)

The Wallace Street works were started in the late 1860s and were taken over by the Hill brothers Frederick and Herbert in 
1877. Eventually they encompassed three Town Acres (Sections 694-696) between Rolleston and Hargreaves Street 
(Cooke 2006b:7). The Hill Brothers had a 12hp steam engine driving machines for pipe and brick making, and had 5-6 large 
chimneys. 
The works were sold to Peter Hutson and Co. in 1891 (Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1897). Following the purchase, 
significant alterations and improvements were made. Many of the buildings were rebuilt and new appliances and furnaces 
replaced the older ones. In the mid-1890s Hutson won the contract to supply all of the pipes for the Wellington drainage 
scheme, and began producing 3500 pipes of all sizes per month on top of other contracts, including the Wanganui Borough 
Council. The factory also produced a range of machine-made bricks. The machine used at the factory was capable of 
turning out 7000 bricks per day. The site occupied two and a half acres, of which one acre was occupied by buildings and 
kilns, of which there were four (Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1897). 
A panorama photo set of two images taken in 1895 by George Scott of St George Co. shows the P. Hutson and Co Pottery 
and Brick Factory on Wallace Street between Rolleston and Hargreaves Streets. The photos show numerous open-slatted 
wooden buildings presumably used for drying. Five tall brick chimneys presumably servicing the kilns, and what appears to 
be open clay mining area in the uphill area of the site. There are many stacks of pipes waiting to be shipped near the front 
of the factory which show the scale of the works. Rolleston Street appears to be a rough, unsealed track leading up the hill 
to some houses perched on the hill above the factory. 
The brickworks were bought by Murphy Brothers in 1920, and in 1931 it was taken over by Amalgamated Brick and Pipe 
Limited who continued to market ceramic wares from there until the early 1980s.

Condition of the site

Updated 08/05/2019  (other), submitted by emilycunliffe  

Unknown. the site is now residential and it is likely many features have been destroyed, but potential for subsurface intact 
remains.

Current land use:

Threats:
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R27/661NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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Panorama 2 of 2 of P. Hutson and Co pottery and brick factory between Rolleston and Hargreaves Street in 1895. Alexander 
Turnbull Library reference PAColl-0241-2
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Panorama 1 of 2 of P. Hutson and Co pottery and brick factory between Rolleston and Hargreaves Street in 1895. Alexander 
Turnbull Library reference PAColl-0241-1
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Thomas Ward c.1900 map of the brickworks site
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