
New housing coming 
to Oxford Terrace

Housing New Zealand has plans to carry out a redevelopment on the corner of Oxford Terrace and Mitchell Street in Epuni, 
Lower Hutt. Our intention is to build and retain 32 new social housing homes on the site. We’re in the planning phases for the 
development, and the specific details are subject to change. But we’re keen to let you know what we’re planning.

What are the plans for the site?
Housing New Zealand will shortly lodge resource consent to 
build 32 new homes. These will be made up of 28 one-bedroom 
units within a five-storey complex, 2 standalone two-bedroom 
homes, and 2 standalone four-bedroom homes.

The 28 one-bedroom homes are replacing a 13-unit complex that 
has to be demolished because it’s earthquake-prone and would 
not be cost-effective to strengthen. The four standalone homes 
will replace four older homes that no longer meet the needs of 
our tenants.

A site plan has been prepared that provides an indication of how 
the redevelopment will take shape. Under this plan, all 32 homes 
will be accessible for people with disabilities. The complex will 
include an elevator, a community room for tenants, a communal 
garden and seating area, space for mobility scooters, and 14 
parking spaces. The four standalone homes will each have their 
own parking space.

When will the existing homes 
be demolished?
The existing 13-unit complex is currently being demolished. 
We expect to complete this work by early November 2017, 
subject to favourable weather conditions.

The four older homes are currently tenanted for the time being. 
We expect to relocate the tenants to alternative Housing New 
Zealand homes over the next few months, with demolition works 
likely start in early 2018.

How will the impact on neighbours 
be managed?
Housing New Zealand will take all reasonable steps to limit the 
impact of the development work on neighbours. We will also 
work closely with our tenants in neighbouring properties to 
minimise the impact of the development on the quiet enjoyment 
of their tenancies.
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Who will live in the new homes?
Housing New Zealand will match the homes, once completed, to 
individuals and families on MSD’s social housing register who have 
the highest priority for a home of that size and in that location. We 
may also relocate existing tenants into the new homes if they are 
more suitable for their needs than their current tenancy.

The one-bedroom units will be most suitable for older people or 
those with disabilities. The two-bedroom homes may be suitable 
for single people who need live-in support, while the four-
bedroom homes will be most suitable for families who have 
a disabled family member.

It makes sense to build disability-friendly homes in this location 
because it’s near the hospital and has easy access to local shops 
and transport links.

When will the new homes be built?
We expect to lodge a resource consent application by mid-
October 2017. If this is granted, then site works could start early 
next year and the redevelopment could be completed by the 
end of 2018. However, it’s important to note a building partner 
has not yet been selected and development timeframes are 
potentially subject to change.

If you have any questions about the redevelopment, 
please contact:

Renee Martin, Stakeholder Relationship Manager, 
(04) 439 3078 
Freephone 0800 801 601 (please ask to be transferred) 
Renee.Martin@hnzc.co.nz


